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A2-B1
lesson plans, with handouts, birthdays, vocabulary, language reception (reading, listening), language production (speaking, writing), 
Present Simple, Present Progressive for Future, Present Perfect, Past Simple, Future Simple, there is, can, may, should, easy-average words
 
 
Active Vocabulary
 
gift
cake
balloons
party
celebrate
age
to blow out candles
to make a wish
birthday card
to toast
surprise
guest
play
sing
prepare
dance
decorate
food
exciting
delicious  
Text 1
My Birthday
Today is my birthday and I am very excited! My family has prepared a surprise party for me. They have decorated the living room with balloons and put up a banner that says "Happy Birthday". There's also a big cake on the table with candles. I can't wait to blow them out and make a wish! 

My friends are coming later to celebrate with me. They will bring gifts and we will play games and sing songs together. My mom has prepared delicious food for us to eat and we will toast to my health. My dad will take pictures of me blowing out the candles and opening my presents. 

I have received many birthday cards in the mail from relatives who live far away. They wrote kind messages and wished me a happy birthday. It makes me feel loved and special. 

I am now a year older and it feels exciting to be growing up. I hope this year will be full of new adventures and good memories.
 
 












Task 1
Fill in the blanks with the words from the original text
My Birthday
Today is my birthday and I am very excited! My family has prepared a _____(1) _____(2) for me. They have _____(3) the living room with _____(4) and put up a banner that says "Happy Birthday". There's also a big _____(5) on the table with _____(6). I can't wait to _____(7) them out and make a _____(8)! 

My friends are coming later to _____(9) with me. They will bring _____(10) and we will _____(11) games and _____(12) songs together. My mom has prepared _____(13) _____(14) for us to eat and we will toast to my health. My dad will take _____(15) of me blowing out the candles and opening my _____(16). 

I have received many _____(17) in the mail from _____(18) who live far away. They wrote _____(19) messages and wished me a happy birthday. It makes me feel loved and _____(20). 

I am now a year older and it feels _____(21) to be growing up. I hope this year will be full of new _____(22) and good memories.
 










Correct answers:
1. surprise
2. party
3. decorated
4. balloons
5. cake
6. candles
7. blow
8. wish
9. celebrate
10. gifts
11. play
12. sing
13. delicious
14. food
15. pictures
16. presents
17. birthday cards
18. relatives
19. kind
20. special
21. exciting
22. adventures
 
 







Task 2
Choose the correct answer
Questions:
1. What is the occasion that the author is celebrating?
a) Christmas
b) Halloween
c) Birthday
d) Thanksgiving
 
2. Who has prepared a surprise party for the author?
a) Friends
b) Relatives
c) Family
d) Colleagues
 
3. What has the family decorated the living room with?
a) Flowers
b) Balloons
c) Candles
d) Toys
 
4. What does the banner say that the family put up?
a) Happy New Year
b) Happy Anniversary
c) Happy Graduation
d) Happy Birthday
 
5. What is on the table?
a) Presents
b) Food
c) Drinks
d) Clothes
 
6. What will the author do after blowing out the candles?
a) Open presents
b) Play games
c) Sing songs
d) All of the above
 
7. Who has prepared the food for the party?
a) Dad
b) Mom
c) Friends
d) Relatives
 
8. What will the author and their friends toast to?
a) Happiness
b) Success
c) Health
d) Wealth
 
9. Who will take pictures of the author blowing out the candles and opening presents?
a) Mom
b) Dad
c) Friends
d) Relatives
 
10. What has the author received in the mail from relatives who live far away?
a) Christmas cards
b) Postcards
c) Birthday cards
d) Greeting cards
 
Correct Answers:
1. c
2. c
3. b
4. d
5. b
6. d
7. b
8. c
9. b
10. c
 
 

















 
Task 3
True or False:
1. The narrator is not excited about their birthday.
2. The living room is decorated with balloons and a banner.
3. There is no cake on the table.
4. The narrator's friends are not coming over to celebrate.
5. The narrator's mom has not prepared any food for the party.
6. The narrator will not blow out candles and make a wish.
7. The narrator has not received any birthday cards.
8. The narrator is not looking forward to growing up.
9. The narrator hopes to have new adventures this year.
10. The narrator's dad will not take pictures of the party.




















Correct answers 
True/False:
1. False (The narrator is very excited.)
2. True
3. False (There is a big cake on the table.)
4. False (The narrator's friends are coming over.)
5. False (The narrator's mom has prepared delicious food.)
6. False (The narrator will blow out candles and make a wish.)
7. False (The narrator has received many birthday cards.)
8. False (The narrator is excited to be growing up.)
9. True
10. False (The narrator's dad will take pictures of the party.)
 



















Task 4 
Answer the questions:
1. What is happening in the text?
2. Who has prepared a surprise party for the author and what have they done to celebrate?
3. What is on the table beside the cake?
4. Who is coming later to celebrate with the author?
5. What activities will the author and their friends do during the celebration?
6. How did the author feel when he received birthday cards from relatives who live far away?
7. What does the author hope for this year?
 




















Correct answers:
1. The author is celebrating their birthday.
2. The family of the author has prepared a surprise party, decorated the living room with balloons and put up a banner that says "Happy Birthday". There's also a big cake on the table with candles.
3. Besides the cake, there is no other information about what is on the table.
4. The author’s friends are coming later to celebrate with them.
5. The author and their friends will play games and sing songs together, eat delicious food, and toast to the author's health.
6. The author felt loved and special when he received birthday cards from relatives who live far away.
7. The author hopes this year will be full of new adventures and good memories.
 
 

















Videos 

Happy Birthday — This is for you
Task 1
Watch the video and choose the correct answer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMs5M_IiQbc    
Questions:
1. What is the theme of the video content?
a) Christmas
b) Halloween
c) Birthday
d) Thanksgiving
 
2. What did the person receive as a birthday invitation?
a) A cake
b) A doll
c) A robot
d) A swimming pool
 
3. What kind of party did the person have?
a) A dance party
b) A swimming party
c) A movie party
d) A dinner party
 
4. Can the person swim?
a) Yes, they can
b) No, they can't
c) It's not mentioned
d) Both a and b
5. What did the person receive as a gift?
a) A ball
b) A cake
c) A robot
d) All of the above
 
6. Who said "Open the door"?
a) The person who had the birthday
b) The person who gave the gift
c) Both a and b
d) Neither a nor b
 
7. What did the person receive as a gift at the end of the video?
a) A picture
b) A cake
c) A doll
d) A swimming pool
 
8. Did the person like the gift they received at the end of the video?
a) Yes, they did
b) No, they didn't
c) It's not mentioned
d) Both a and b
 
9. Who said "Goodbye" at the end of the video?
a) The person who had the birthday
b) The person who gave the gift
c) Both a and b
d) Neither a nor b
 
10. What is the overall tone of the video content?
a) Sad
b) Happy
c) Angry                   d) Confused
Correct Answers:
1. c
2. a
3. b
4. d
5. d
6. a
7. a
8. a
9. b
10. b
 
 
 


















Advantages and Disadvantages
 
Advantages:
1. You get presents and gifts from friends and family
2. Birthdays are a fun way to celebrate growing up or getting older
3. A great excuse for having a party with your loved ones
4. Gives you an opportunity to enjoy cake and other delicious treats
5. Can create memories that last forever
 
Disadvantages:
1. Can be expensive, especially if it involves buying gifts and throwing parties
2. If expectations aren't met, birthdays can become stressful instead of enjoyable
3. May cause feelings of loneliness and sadness for those who don't have many people to celebrate it with them
4. Some may not like the attention or feel embarrassed about their age
5. Sometimes birthday celebrations can be too loud and rowdy
 
 













Text 2 
Four Opinions  
Sophie: "I love birthdays! It's the one day where everyone is happy to celebrate you. My favorite birthday was when I turned 16 and my parents surprised me with a car."

Mike: "I don't really care about birthdays, to be honest. I'm just not into parties and all that stuff. For me, it's just another day. Last year, my friend wanted to prepare a surprise party for me, but I told her not to bother."

Jessica: "I can't decide if birthdays are important or not. I mean, it's nice to have a special day once a year, but at the same time, it feels like a lot of pressure to make it perfect. I remember one year I spent so much time planning my sister's birthday party, but I only managed to disappoint her because I didn't get the right cake."

Ben: "I hate birthdays. It reminds me of when my dad left us and how he never remembered my birthday. Seeing people celebrate their special day just makes me angry.
 
 
Famous Quotes
1. "The more you praise and celebrate your life, the more there is in life to celebrate." - Oprah Winfrey
2. "Birthdays are good for you. Statistics show that the people who have the most live the longest." - Larry Lorenzoni
3. "The greatest gift that you can give to others is the gift of unconditional love and acceptance." - Brian Tracy
4. "Age is a case of mind over matter. If you don't mind, it doesn't matter." - Mark Twain
5. "The way I see it, you should live everyday like it's your birthday." - Paris Hilton
B2-C1
 
Facts
1. The tradition of birthday cakes dates back to ancient Greeks.
2. The most common birth month is July, while the least is February.
3. The "Happy Birthday" song is copyrighted and generates millions of dollars in royalties every year.
4. Mexico celebrates "quinceañeras", a special birthday for 15-year-old girls.
5. In Hindu tradition, a baby's first birthday is marked with a ceremony called "Annaprashan".
6. Birthdays are celebrated for different reasons across cultures, like longevity or coming of age.
7. Born on February 29? Your next actual birthday will be four years later.
8. Some people suffer from "Birthday Blues", a temporary mood disorder triggered by birthdays.
9. Birthdays are popular fundraising events for charities, especially on social media.
10. The world's oldest person ever recorded was Jeanne Calment, who lived until she turned 122.
 
 
 
 









Discussion Questions
1. When is your birthday?
2. How do you usually celebrate your birthday?
3. What was your favorite birthday celebration and why?
4. Do you prefer to have a big party or just a small gathering for your birthday?
5. Have you ever received a surprise birthday gift? What was it?
6. What is the most memorable birthday present you have ever given someone?
7. Do you like receiving birthday cards? Why or why not?
8. What is your favorite type of cake to eat on your birthday?
9. Do you believe that birthdays become less important as you get older?
10. Is there any special tradition in your country related to birthdays?
 
 
more advanced
 
1. What is the most memorable birthday celebration you have ever had? 
2. Do you prefer to celebrate your birthday with a big party or a small gathering of close friends and family? 
3. How do people typically celebrate birthdays in your culture? 
4. Have you ever forgotten someone's birthday? How did you make it up to them? 
5. Do you think it's important to give gifts on birthdays? Why or why not? 
6. What was the best birthday gift you've ever received? 
7. Are there any special traditions or customs associated with birthdays in your family? 
8. Do you believe that age is just a number when it comes to celebrating birthdays? 
9. Would you rather receive a surprise party or plan your own birthday celebration? 
10. In your opinion, what makes a perfect birthday celebration?
Creative Writing
 
Personal Essay Topics:
1. My favourite birthday celebration and why it was special.
2. The best gift I have ever received on my birthday.
3. How I like to celebrate my birthday with my friends and family.
4. The most memorable birthday party I have attended.
5. My dream birthday celebration and what I would do.
 
General Essay Topics:
1. Birthdays are important celebrations in our lives. Do you agree?
2. Some people believe that birthday celebrations should be extravagant. What do you think?
3. Birthday traditions vary from culture to culture. Which tradition do you find the most interesting?
4. Some people prefer small intimate birthday celebrations while others like big parties. Which do you prefer?
5. Birthdays are not just about receiving gifts, but also about giving back. What do you think?
[bookmark: _GoBack]  
more advanced
 
Personal Essay Topics:
1. My most memorable birthday celebration and what made it so special.
2. The tradition of celebrating birthdays in my culture and how it differs from others.
3. How I learned to appreciate the simple joys of celebrating a birthday with loved ones.
4. My experience of throwing a surprise party for a friend and seeing their reaction.
5. The importance of celebrating milestones and accomplishments on birthdays.
 
General Essay Topics:
1. Some people believe that birthday celebrations have become too commercialized. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
2. In some cultures, certain birthdays are considered more significant than others (e.g. 18th, 21st, 50th). Why do you think this is the case? Is this a positive or negative development?
3. Birthday celebrations can be extravagant or simple, depending on one's preferences and financial means. Is there a right or wrong way to celebrate a birthday?
4. Some people feel anxious or depressed around their birthdays, while others look forward to them. Why do you think this is the case? To what extent do you think society's expectations around birthdays contribute to these feelings?
5. Birthdays can be a time for reflection and goal-setting. What are some ways in which people use their birthdays as an opportunity for personal growth?

